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decline, If he would give me the last word, as lie
would have the first, then, 1 told him, I should be
proud to join him in the hook. This offer did not

however meet; his views.

It had been decided by the Board of Management,
somewhat in opposition to my own ideas on the subject'
that the l!<>rtnii>htly AVviVw should always contain a

novel.   It was of course natural that I should write the

first novel, and 1 wrote The Helton Estate. It is similar
in its attributes to Kaehel Kay and to Miss Mackenzie.
It is readable, and contains scenes which are true to
life; but it ban no peculiar merits, and will add nothing

to my reputation as a novelist*   I have not looked at

it since it was published; and now turning back to it
in my memory, I .sceai to remember almost less of it
than of any book that I have written.

killed, is not a useful purpose-, I think that Mr.
